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Dear Prospective Sponsor
Thank you for your potential interest in sponsoring Desi Dance Convention (Desi 

Dance Con) 2016. We hope that this informational packet will provide you with the 
information and deeper insight into Desi Dance Network’s mission, vision, and how your 
potential involvement will impact the organization this year. This year, Desi Dance Network 
will host a convention that unites Raas, Bhangra, Bollywood Fusion and Indian Classical 
dancers from across the nation on July 22nd-24th at the Georgia Tech Hotel in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Desi Dance Network’s mission is to spread a love of dance and create a safe 
environment for creative expression as a means to embrace culture. Through intersection of 
performances, arts education, and civil engagement, Desi Dance Network seeks to empower 
South Asian artists by creating and developing safe spaces for artistic and creative growth. By 
providing local and national access to workshops, conventions, and competitions, Desi Dance 
Network exists to combat cultural erasure and challenge the mainstream notions of identity 
by providing a platform that promotes narratives through Desi (South Asian) dance, music, 
and arts. South Asian performing arts include, but are not limited to, Bollywood and folk 
dances, Carnatic and Hindustani music and recitals, and creative film projects that 
incorporate music and dance.

In its inaugural year, Desi Dance Con will give dancers the opportunity to step out of 
their comfort zones and experience different genres of dance in an environment that 
cultivates their curiosity and passion for the performing arts. Though a newly accredited 
organization, Desi Dance Network has existed as a social media community long before it 
became a national non-profit. Created and maintained by a team of individuals from different 
dance backgrounds and managerial strengths, Desi Dance Network consists of a group of 
board members and officers whose main goal is to unite all Desi dance competitions under 
this umbrella organization. 

Desi Dance Con will feature networking mixers, dance workshops, professional 
development workshops, and a variety of artistic development panels. Desi Dance Con will 
carefully choose a faculty of dancers, choreographers, and panelists from within the 
competitive collegiate circuit, as well as the professional (dance) industry. In doing so, Desi 
Dance Con will become a platform that not only help dancers cultivate new strengths, but 
also showcase existing talent amongst our community. To escape the stress of competition 
weekends and increase opportunities for dancers to meet other dancers with similar interests, 
Desi Dance Con will be a collaborative environment dedicated to artistic and professional 
growth. 

We invite you to take part in this national event by becoming an official sponsor of 
Desi Dance Network’s First Annual Convention. We hope the following information will help 
you better understand the different circuits and how Desi Dance Network unites each and 
every one of them. If you are interested, you may choose from a variety of sponsorship levels, 
each of which will ensure tremendous exposure and your company and help us on our way 
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to achieving our own organization’s aspirations and goals. We offer many sponsorship levels, 
complete with the promise that these contributions will be highly leveraged and generate 
significant programmatic returns. Your support of Desi Dance Network demonstrates to your 
customers and clients a lasting commitment to youth development, arts education, and the 
power of dance to raise cultural awareness.

As our official sponsor, we will ensure you receive the benefits your company needs. 
Our team is dedicated to helping promote your brand on both the national and local level. 
Your sponsorship of our event will not only help us further achieve our goals as an 
organization, but also give you the opportunity to reach a new audience.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely,

Bryant Phan
Executive Director & Founder

Shweta Vadlamani
Sponsorship Director

Shruti Patel
Desi Dance Convention Director
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OUR MANAGEMENT TEAM
Desi Dance Network, Inc.’s board members and officers were specifically chosen based 

on their professional capabilities (with respect to their positions) and their previous roles in 
the competitive dance circuit. Many of our management team have been professionally 
trained in their respective job-fields, and everyone has strong ties to the competitive Desi 
dance circuit either through past captaincy of a dance team, organizing annual dance 
competitions and showcases, or advising organization boards. 

Our goal as an organization, as well as a collective of passionate individuals, is to raise 
awareness of South Asian culture and to unify dancers from different circuits through 
exploring professional and personal interests. We hope to cater to the every whim of those 
who wish to participate in our annual convention through providing access to a large range 
of workshops. Our teaching faculty for Desi Dance Con will be carefully selected via an 
intensive application process or invited by our Events team to ensure the highest quality of 
education. The dance workshops not only intend to introduce participants to unfamiliar 
styles, but to also showcase the range of Desi dance styles. Our professional and artistic 
workshops and networking sessions will give participants the opportunity to meet other 
dancers who share their interests inside and outside the realm of dance. 

WHY ATLANTA?
Atlanta thrives as a culturally vibrant city, becoming richer in diversity with each 

passing year. A dance hub of the southeast, the city is home to many inspirational artists, 
ranging from Sean Bankhead, a hip-hop choreographer who has worked with Beyoncé and 
Drake, to Kruti Dance Academy, a Bharatanatyam and Bollywood dance school that 
competed and was showcased on America's Got Talent. Aside from having cultural 
significance to our event, the convenience of hosting in Atlanta is evident. Located just a 
short ride from downtown, Hartsfield-Jackson, the busiest airport in the world, allows easy 
access into Atlanta for those who are traveling from afar. By hosting our inaugural event in a 
metropolitan area abundant with entertaining attractions, unique dining experiences, and 
southern hospitality, we can show our guests a grand weekend for an affordable cost.  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DESI DANCE STYLES

What is Bhangra?

Bhangra is a form of dance that originated in Punjab, a region of Northern India. The 
dance itself consists of energetic and vivacious movements, accentuated by the usage of 
props like saaps and khundas. The dhol is an important aspect of this dance, with some 
teams performing with dholis (drummers). Thus, there are two types of teams, “live” teams 
with music performed in real time, and “music” teams who perform to pre-made mixes with 
dholis (optional). Live bhangra, often contains an entire band of musicians and a singer and it 
is the only competitive style of bhangra in India. The bhangra circuit is extensive, consisting 
of around fifty competitions that are held at both an international and national level. Bhangra 
competitions may be geared towards teams with folk-intensive roots and towards teams with 
more modern styles. Bhangra teams may be classified as both collegiate and independent, 
with independent teams generally consisting of dancers who have been trained more 
extensively. Unlike the Bollywood fusion and raas circuit, the bhangra circuit continues year-
round. Top tier competitions include, but are not limited to, Elite 8 Bhangra, World’s Best 
Bhangra crew, Bruin Bhangra, Bhangra Blowout (one of the longest running bhangra 
competitions that is currently in its 23rd year of operation) and Boston Bhangra (a 
competition geared towards bhangra teams with modern styles). 

What is Raas?

Raas Garba is a folk dance from Gujarat, a state in Northwestern India, performed for 
Navratri festival celebration. The US circuit typically has 30-40 teams compete each year at 
bid competitions for Raas All-Stars (RAS), the Nationals competition held in Houston. The 
season has a single competition in the Fall, Raas Chaos, which is also the oldest active 
competition. Performance costumes are very traditional with kediyu (top), dhotis or pants, 
and headbands for men. Women perform in cholis (blouses), chaniyos (skirts), and odhnis 
(scarves worn over the hair and wrapped around the body). Raas is performed twirling 
colorful sticks, called dandiya, while Garba is performed without props. Basic foot 
movements include teshes (also called double touches), heeches (hinches, glides or sways), 
high knees, and kicks. While Raas originated with 12 beat dandiya lines from festival 
celebrations, it has evolved for the American stage into a performance characterized by sharp 
and synced movements by 12-16 dancers, with high energy choreography highlighting skill 
and athleticism performed to remixed music. Most teams will perform with a theme, which 
guides the dance and will incorporate props and a backdrop to communicate a story or idea 
during the dance. The vast majority of teams represent universities across the country, such 
as the University of California, San Diego, Emory University, Carnegie Mellon University, 
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and Saint Louis University. While 3-5 teams will compete at smaller regional competitions, 
7-10 teams will compete at each bid competition, with the top 8 performing teams from the 
season receiving an invitation to perform at RAS.

What is Bollywood-Fusion?

Bollywood fusion, or Filmi-Fusion style dance, is a mix of contemporary Indian and 
American styles of dance. Bolstered by a growing population of South Asian performers in 
the United States, as well as the emergence of stars like Priyanka Chopra and Deepika 
Padukone in Hollywood, Bollywood is beginning to become a commonplace term. While 
shows in the US like “So You Think You Can Dance”, “Dancing with the Stars” and 
“America’s Got Talent” begin to showcase Bollywood songs and dance styles, shows in India 
like “Jhalak Dhikla Ja” and “Dance India Dance” have begun to increasingly incorporate hip-
hop, jazz and other contemporary styles of American dances. Within the Desi Dance Network 
circuit, there are 32 different Bollywood fusion competitions that allow intercollegiate teams 
from across the country to compete and showcase their dancing talents for their particular 
styles. Of these competitions, some offer automatic bids to Bollywood America, a national 
Bollywood-Fusion competition where only the best of the best can take home a trophy for 
their dancing talents. 

What is Indian Classical?

Indian Classical dance is an umbrella term for eight different styles: Bharatanatyam, 
Kathak, Kathakali, Kuchipudi, Manipuri, Mohiniyattam, Odissi, and Sattriya. While each 
genre differs in technical foundation, each was founded as a sacred method of telling the 
ancient sagas of Hindu mythology. Dating back to over a thousand years, these genres 
traditionally narrate battles between good and evil using abhinaya (mime acting), mudras 
(hand gestures), and complex dance steps. While Indian Classical Dance has been integrated 
into many mainstream Bollywood routines, stories told in Indian Classical Dance are also 
being modernized to reflect the social issues and influences of this era. The Indian Classical 
Circuit is a reflection of how this generation still has strong transnational ties to their heritage 
countries, about how the aunties that first came over to the U.S. and opened dance studios 
10-20 years ago trained—in classical and folk styles—many of the people who’ve come to be 
pioneers in hybridizing and modernizing an ancient art form to maintain its relevancy in this 
generation.  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WHY SPONSOR?

Corporate partners will be listed on our corporate page and featured corporations will be 
exhibited on Desi Dance Network, Inc.’s website.

• Partnerships enable mutual benefits of brand placement and marketing opportunities 
in the form of logo placement, sponsorships, website visibility and word of mouth.

• Our website averages about around 1,000 visits per day and 25,000 page views 
monthly

Support of Social Issue Help Differentiate Your Brand from Competitors 
• 88% of Americans say it is acceptable for companies to involve a cause or issue in their 

marketing. This record number represents a 33% increase since Cone began measuring in 
1993 (66%).1

• 85% of consumers have a more positive image of a product or company when it supports a 
cause they care about.1

• 90% of consumers want companies to tell them the ways they are supporting causes. Put 
another way: More than 278 million people in the U.S. want to know what a company is 
doing to benefit a cause.1

• 87% of consumers are likely to switch from one brand to another (price and quality being 
about equal) if the other brand is associated with a good cause.2

Commitment to Meaningful Causes Are Highly Important to Employees
• 66% of Americans stated that a company’s commitment to a social issue is important when 

deciding which stocks or mutual funds to invest in.2
• 77% said it is important when deciding where to work.2

1 http://ppqty.com/2010_Cone_Study.pdf
2 http://www.conecomm.com/contentmgr/showdetails.php/id/1117  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SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES*

*Sponsorship packages are subject to change. The deal agreed upon at the time of signing is guaranteed. Any additional 
packages or options to be added must be discussed with an appropriate Desi Dance Network representative.
1 Includes physical programs at the event and an online program on the website

EXCLUSIVE PARTNER ($10000)
All Exclusive Partners will receive will the benefits of the Diamond Package, as well as 
exclusive priority partnership for your industry. Your company’s name or logo will also be 
prominently displayed on the front of all Desi Dance Convention material and Desi Dance 
Network promotion material until the end of the year. 

EXAMPLE: If you are a beverage company and you choose this option, no other 
beverage company may partner with us. Exception: If this option is chosen after another 
company in your industry has already partnered with us, their partnership will remain.

Description of Item (Viewers) Bronze
$250

Silver
$500

Gold
$1000

Platinum
$1500

Diamond
$2000

Logo on DDN Website (20000+) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Logo on Convention Program (1000+)1 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Commercial played at Event (300+) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Sponsor Spotlight/Ad on FB (10000+) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Name/Logo on T-Shirt (300+) ✓ ✓ ✓

Name/Logo in Promo Videos (15000+) ✓ ✓

Name/Logo in All Newsletters (20000+) ✓ ✓

Banner at Event (300+) ✓

Desi Dance Con Supporter Plaque ✓

Ad in Program 1/8 page 1/4 page 1/2 page Full Page
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PRODUCT SPECIFIC SPONSORSHIPS

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

Our team will work diligently to ensure that your company receives the recognition it 
deserves! We will schedule at least two meetings (before and after) the event to ensure that 
the goals of our partners are being met. If you are dissatisfied with any of our services at any 
time, please do not hesitate to contact our Sponsorship or Executive Director or immediately. 
We value our partnership and will be happy to address any concerns your company may 
have. Thank you for your time.  

If your company is interested in donating specific products, Desi Dance Network, Inc. 
will match the value to one or part of one of the sponsorship pages listed on page 9. 

Product Quantity Associated Package

Snacks 400 Bronze

Beverages 400 Silver

Programs 300 Silver

Breakfast 300 Gold

Dinner 250 Platinum

T-Shirts 300 Platinum + Name/Logo on Apparel

Other Apparel 300 Platinum + Name/Logo on Apparel
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SPONSORSHIP REQUEST FORM

Organization Name ________________________________________________________________

Contact Name           ________________________________________________________________

Telephone                 _________________________ Email  _________________________________

City                           ________________________  State  _________  Zip _____________________

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

Partner Package Value ______________________________________________________

I/We, __________________________________, agree to provide Desi Dance Network 
Incorporated with the indicated amount. I/We have read and understood what I/we will 
receive for my/our partnership according to the attached partnership package. I/We have 
read and understood the satisfaction guarantee. Any concerns I/we have will be directly 
addressed to either the Desi Dance Network Sponsorship Director or Executive Director.

__________________________________________________________________________________
SPONSOR SIGNATURE (DATE)

__________________________________________________________________________________
DESI DANCE NETWORK REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE (DATE)

Bronze Diamond

Silver Exclusive Partner

Gold Product Specific 

Platinum Other: _____________________
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THANK YOU!
Thank you again for your interest in partnering with Desi Dance Network, Inc. for our 

first annual Desi Dance Convention. We hope that this packet has offered you ample 
information in order for you to make an educated decision about the nature of our national 
non-profit organization. 

If you are interested in making a contribution, please contact our Executive Director 
Bryant Phan at bphan@desidancenetwork.org or Sponsorship Director Shweta Vadlamani at 
svadlamani@desidancenetwork.org. We hope create a relationship that mutually benefits 
both our organizations! We thank you for your support.  
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